WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUT
by Steve Case

A Neglected Ministry
Churches exist for worship, fellowship, service, evangelism, as well as for instruction. For the most part,
churches rely on volunteers. “Required worship” begs the question, as does “required fellowship,” “required
service,” “required evangelism,” and maybe even “required instruction.” Those most invested in the church
often have available time and resources in contrast to those with full time jobs, frenetic families, other
commitments, or simply a desire to check out other options. As a result, churches tend to rely on church
employees, recent converts, retirees, and those in crisis to carry out the ministry of the church. Such people
seem to be available and committed, which enables the church to do its “work.”
Schools frequently operate on a different paradigm. While volunteers might be welcomed, schools rely
on full time, paid staff members to carry out their work. Instead of a once-a-week worship gathering,
schools fill the full time “work” schedule for students throughout the week. And many school activities, both
mandatory and optional, occur outside of regular school hours. Many find that school becomes the hub of a
person’s life more easily than church or even home. As young people transition from family towards
independence, the school easily becomes the surrogate parent, excuse, or escape hatch for emancipation.
Schools blatantly exist to educate regarding content and citizenship. Its goals can merge in cooperation
with a church, but more often these two institutions merely co-exist and occasionally compete or conflict.
While education historically has had church roots, since the age of the Enlightenment it has moved away
from the Church and into its own pathway in search of truth. Not surprisingly, some churches have created
their own schools so that the mission of the church can more easily dovetail with closely aligned schools.
While some claim radiant success for their church schools, many families have opted for schools away
from the church (public schools or other private schools) or schools contained within one’s family (home
schooling).
For the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA or Adventist) Church in North America, attempts to maintain or
bolster its own sagging educational system combined with the diffusion of students in many different
educational settings exceeds what it can do. Whatever resources are available have been channeled to
Adventist education. The desire to keep the church as the hub of life means those outside of Adventist
education fall into the category of neglected ministry.

What Has Been Happening
Individuals and a few groups have made attempts to minister to, through, and with those outside of
Adventist schools, but that seems to be the exception more than the rule.
In the college and university setting, Ron Pickell functions as the dean of Adventist ministry for secular
campuses. Ron’s years of experience, his openness to others, his passion for experiencing and sharing
Christ, and his persistence are qualities that show in his ministry. It’s not surprising that the North American
Division (NAD) Youth Ministry department recruited Ron to head up Adventist Christian Fellowship (ACF), an
organization that provides a network for Adventist student groups on secular college and university
campuses. (website www. acflink.org).
Ron Pickell’s insights and experiences got put into print format thanks to Kirk King, another youth
ministry professional who also has experience in secular campus ministry. Their combined efforts yielded
The Word on Campus: A Guide to Public College Ministry published by AdventSource in 2008. For those
who desire to start or re-start a campus ministry, here’s your resource! For those wanting to broaden their
understanding and networking in campus ministry, here’s your resource!
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Several individual, congregations, and even conferences have made forays into secular campus
ministry. The “Models” section of the Word on Campus describes these in some detail and several of the
leaders from these models provided chapters for this book.
The majority of the SDA Church’s resources for campus ministry has been invested in SDA campuses.
Little has been done beyond that or in coordination with them. And SDA campuses seem consumed by their
own mission, with little or no consideration given to network with students on secular campuses—whether
those students are Adventists, other Christians, or simply “others.” But the gnawing sense that a majority of
Adventist college students are not attending Adventist schools continues to arouse questions and actions.
How accurate are those “statistics”? Without diminishing the Church’s mission on the Adventist campus,
what about its mission to the secular campus? Could there be collaborative support and mission on the
secular campus? Can we do something right where we are? Should we copy what has worked on another
campus? Who will lead? What financial resources are available? What can/should/will we do?

The Gathering
The Center for Youth Evangelism on the campus of Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan,
began an annual 180° Symposium in 2008. The topic in 2009 focused on secular campus ministry.
Executive Director Ron Whitehead empowered the Center’s director, Japhet De Oliveira to create and develop
this gathering to address issues in thoughtful reflection and positive action.
Each invitee needed to create a paper on the topic prior to the gathering in October, 2009. The first part
of the symposium included dialogue about each paper. What you are reading now is the revised and edited
version of those papers. Originally intended to be limited to 5-8 pages in length, some held to that criteria
while others far exceeded it. An editorial board, composed of Japhet De Oliveira, Steve Case, Chris Blake,
Ron Pickell, and Michaela Lawrence, deliberated for some time before deciding on an abbreviated version of
each paper. This includes the abstract and a brief excerpt of that paper. The full version would be accessible
online at www.adventistyouth.org/180. Others later decided to make the full version available in hard copy.
Check the thickness of the book you’re holding for evidence of whether you have the short version or the
long version.

What You’ll Find Here
The following chapters served as a collection of input on the topic of “Reach the Campus, Reach the
World” for the 180° Symposium in 2009. These have been divided into three “campus ministry” sections:
models, networking, and resources. Here’s a quick overview.

Campus Ministry Models
Zane Yi (“Reach the Mind, Reach the World”) and Kenneth Bergland (“A Kind of Thought to Commune
With”) emphasize the need for a cognitive challenge and interaction when it comes to faith on the secular
campus.
Michaela Lawrence (“Please Sir, I Want Some More”) addresses cognitive challenge as well as a place
of community, something Jiwan Moon (“The Three ‘Cs’ of Campus Ministry”) presents from a church
community perspective for college students.
Alex Espana (“Ivy League Adventism”) acknowledges that Adventist students attend secular campuses
and typically face loneliness and separation from a church community even though other Adventists might
be in the hallways or across the street.
Sebastien Braxton (“Continue the Conversation”) challenges students to apply their theological
understandings to secular topics in order to make evaluations while learning in the higher education milieu.
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Samuel Koranteng-Pipim (“From Ministry to Movement”) shares the ministry model he has implemented
for the Michigan conference. His presentation rings with enthusiasm and acronyms and salesmanship.
Andrew Perrin (“Re-Thinking Evangelism”) suggests targeting the heart rather than only the head,
tapping into emotions for a more holistic approach to reaching people.
Paul Buckley (“Adventists in Non-Adventist Colleges and Universities”) questions the term “secular
campus ministry” with some statistics comparing state schools with private and religious schools. He
shares his own journey in higher education and church involvement.
Scott Ward (“Campus Based Youth Ministry”) and David Achata (“Schooled in Culture”) present models
for youth ministry to students on public high school campuses, an area in which few Adventist youth
ministries have ventured.
Andrea Jacobsons (“Standout Public School Retreat”) chronicles the development of a public high
school retreat Andrews University provides for both recruitment and ministry.
Kevin Becker (“Adopting Your Local Public Elementary School”) tells his story of volunteering at a local
elementary school and the tremendous openness for service without overtly religious strings attached.

Campus Ministry Networking
Kirk King (“Let’s Go Outside”) chides us for operating with a protectionistic mode and invites us to
broaden our ministry outside of denominational structures as our students already have done.
Ron Whitehead (“The Local Church and Public Education”) evaluates church dropout rates from a
business perspective and offers a new network called “Churches of Refuge” to network transitioning college
students with local Adventist Churches.
Kirsten Oster-Lundqvist (“Social Networking in a Faith Based Community”) argues in favor of
capitalizing on Facebook as a networking tool and as a manner of doing deeper and broader youth
ministry.
Timothy Nixon (“The Obama Factor”) considers the strategy Barak Obama used in tapping into college
age voters for his presidential election and suggests the Church should take note and utilize some similar
methods.
Steve Case (“Lead the Way”) posits that leadership is the primary human key for campus ministry,
regardless of which model gets implemented as well as the results that occur.

Campus Ministry Resources
Ron Pickell (“Supporting an Army of Youth”) identifies the need for ministry on public campuses and
offers ideas for meeting that need with the students already present there. He appeals for church leaders to
further empower college students for ministry.
Martin Weber (“When the Canaries Stop Singing”) zeroes in on judgmentalism as a systemic
dysfunction within the Adventist Church that must be replaced with love in order for real progress to occur.
Mike Stevenson (“Taskforce Now”) makes his appeal to initiate a thrust for collegiate ministry by
resurrecting a 1960s version of Taskforce in which college students had a mission focus rather than a
maintenance function.
William Cork (“Ellen G. White and the Secular Campus”) delves into a historical perspective of early
Adventism and Ellen White’s warnings as well as her recommendations for secular campus ministry.
Duane McBride et. al. present a collection of substance abuse research and the importance of resilience
on both secular and religious school campuses.
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And There’s More!
After discussing the papers, participants at the 180° Symposium spent two more days brainstorming
what to do at this point. Chris Blake from Union College led the discussion. You’ll find the results in the last
chapter of this book.
Whatever your interest in reaching the campus and/or reaching the world, delve in, dialogue, and feel
free to disagree, and also digest some of this material. The 180° Symposium doesn’t claim to have the last
word on the topic, but an intentional reflection and moving forward from this point. Join the movement!
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